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Since 1928.
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A PROUD SUPPORTER OF ORGANIZED LABOR

The deadline issued by Michi-
gan’s governor has passed, and a 
pipeline that delivers sweet crude oil 
to more than 10 refineries in the U.S. 
and Canada remains open, but the 
fate of thousands of jobs, including 
a great deal of union construction 
work, remains in limbo. 

 Enbridge, the owner and opera-
tor of the Line 5 pipeline, ignored the 
May 12 deadline set by Michigan Gov. 
Gretchen Whitmer to cease opera-
tions. Enbridge officials repeatedly 
stated the company would only close 
the pipeline if ordered to do so by the 
courts, adding that Whitmer lacked 
proper jurisdiction. 

 The two sides are currently in 
court-ordered mediation, with the 
next session scheduled for May 18. 

 Last year, Whitmer filed a law-
suit in state court in an attempt to 
force Enbridge to shut down Line 5

by May 13, 2021. She has repeat-
edly claimed Enbridge violated the 
terms of a 1953 easement by ignoring 
structural problems that could lead 
to an environmental catastrophe if 
the pipeline leaks in the Strait of 
Mackinac. The underwater portion 
of the line though, has never leaked. 

 Line 5 is a 645-mile long, 30-inch-
diameter pipeline that moves 23 mil-
lion gallons of oil and natural gas 
liquids per day east through Michi-
gan’s Upper Peninsula. It splits into 
twin underwater pipelines through 
the Straits of Mackinac, before 
returning to a single transmission 
pipeline through the Lower Peninsula 
that runs south to Sarnia, Ont. 

 The pipeline transports light 
sweet crude and natural gas liquids, 
which generate propane gasoline, 
diesel and jet fuels. 

 The closure of Line 5 would 
cost thousands of union jobs, close 
oil refineries and reduce energy 

supplies in Ohio, Michigan and two of 
Canada’s most populous provinces. It 
would cost Ohio about 1,000 refinery 
jobs and eliminate millions of man 
hours worked by building trades 
members each year.

 As the shutdown deadline passed, 
both sides appeared to double down 
on their stance. 

 According to Reuters, the 
Canadian Government submitted 
an amicus brief in support of the 
pipeline’s continued operations in 
U.S. federal court. In the filing, they 
said Michigan had no right to act 
unilaterally since a 1977 Canada-U.S. 
pipeline treaty guarantees the free 
flow of oil between the two nations.

 “The proposed shutdown would 
cause a massive and potentially 
permanent disruption to Canada’s 
economy and energy security,” the 
brief stated. “Further, such unilateral 
action by a single state would impair 
important U.S. and Canadian foreign 

policy interests by raising doubts 
about the capacity of the government 
of the United States to make and 
uphold commitments.”

 On May 11, the United Steelwork-
ers District 1 hosted a rally in sup-
port of the pipeline at the Michigan 
State Capitol in Lansing. The group 
obtained a permit to place 1,200 
hard hats on the Capitol lawn that 
day, while individuals supporting 
the pipeline’s operation testified at 
legislative hearings.

 Five days earlier, Ohio Lt. Gov. 
Jon Husted visited the Northwest 
Ohio Building Trades Council’s head-
quarters. According to The Toledo 
Blade, Husted reiterated he and 
Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine’s support 
of the trades on the issue and are 
concerned about Ohio job losses 
should Line 5 shut down. 

 On the other side, Whitmer 
warned Enbridge that Michigan 
will attempt to seize any profits 
Enbridge makes from the pipeline 
past the mid May deadline, according 
to mlive.com.

By Matt Jaworski
Labor Citizen Writer

Line 5 remains open, court battles ongoing
Canada joins lawsuit against Michigan
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Kelley & Ferraro LLP is currently investi gati ng claims related 
to the heartburn medicine, Zantac. Our att orneys have extensive 

experience with drug and pharmaceuti cal liti gati on.

The Food and Drug Administrati on (FDA) has issued a warning that the heartburn medicine, Zantac contains 
Raniti dine, which transforms in the body to NDMA, a known human carcinogen (cancer-causing substance). 

Kelley & Ferraro, LLP are reviewing potenti al lawsuits for people who developed the following forms of cancer:

If you or a loved one were diagnosed with cancer aft er taking Zantac, 
you may be enti tled to compensati on. Please call the trial lawyers 

of Kelley & Ferraro, LLP at 216.575.0777 or 888.839.8479.

ERNST & YOUNG TOWER, 950 MAIN AVENUE, SUITE 1300, CLEVELAND, OHIO 44113
PH: (216) 575-0777 • TOLL-FREE: (888) 839-8479 • FX: (216) 575-0799

www.kelleyferraro.com

• Bladder cancer
• Kidney cancer

• Pancreati c cancer
• Breast cancer

• Intesti nal cancer
• Prostate cancer

• Colon cancer
• Liver cancer

• Colorectal cancer
• Esophageal cancer

• Lung cancer
• Gastric cancer
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 A significant number of unknown 

factors heading into 2021 have 

clouded experts’ ability to forecast 

what lies ahead for the construction 

industry this year.

 Economic uncertainty tied to the 

ongoing COVID-19 pandemic has 

 left project owners, contractors and 

construction workers in an unfa-

vorable situation compared to the 

last few years, where a rebounding 

economy led to favorable annual 

forecasts.

 Now, the inability to predict 

when the pandemic will subside is 

impacting the nationwide forecast. 

 The construction industry, like 

most of the country, is still reeling 

from the pandemic. Projects remain 

vulnerable to virus outbreaks, 

increases in the price of materi-

als and financing issues. Despite 

these uncertainties, some positive 

indicators remain amid other unfa-

vorable data.

 Dodge Data and Analytics 

recently released their Dodge 

Momentum Index, which showed 

a 9.2 percent jump in December 

from the revised November reading. 

 The index is a monthly measure 

for nonresidential building projects  

        See FORECAST Page 8. 

BLS Report: Jobsite construction deaths rise

COVID-19 clouds 2021 construction forecast

By Matt Jaworski

Labor Citizen Writer

 
 
 

 The number of people dying 

on construction jobsites increased 

slightly according to the most 

recent national report, ending 

a trend where numbers were 

decreasing or remaining flat for a 

number of years.

 The annual Bureau of Labor 

Statistics (BLS) published their 

annual National Census of Fatal 

Occupational Injuries Report on 

Dec. 15. 

 The report tracks data, but 

lags by a year. The new study is 

based on 2019 data compared to 

the previous year. The impact of the 

COVID-19 pandemic is not a factor,  

but is expected to impact the report 

next year.

 The latest analysis found that 

the fatality rate of construction 

related injuries per 100,000 full-

time workers rose from 9.5 percent 

in 2018, to 9.7 percent in 2019.

 Overall, the report found a 6 

percent increase in fatal workplace  

injuries in the private construction  

industry, equaling 1,061 deaths, or 

19.89 percent of all fatal occupa-

tional injuries in 2019. The 2019 

figure is the highest reported  

since 2007.

 The report also cites a 2 per-

cent increase in overall workplace  

          See DEATHS Page 7. 

By Jim Embrescia  

Labor Citizen Writer

Members from numerous area building trades are erecting the skeleton of the new Columbus Crew 

Stadium. While the 2021 construction outlook in Central Ohio and numerous other parts of the state 

looks positive, a number of factors, including COVID-19, are making it difficult to make solid predictions 

for the industry nationwide.

PHOTO: COURTESY OF THE COLUMBUS/CENTRAL OHIO BUILDING TRADES COUNCIL

Major projects

across Ohio

boost outlook

 In Ohio, officials closely involved 

with the union trades are seeing  

signs of a somewhat positive outlook 

for 2021, anchored by a number of 

large projects.

 The Columbus area leads the way, 

with multiple massive, billion-dollar 

projects underway or set to break 

ground in 2021.

 In 2019, members of the Colum-

bus/Central Ohio Building and Con-

struction Trades Council logged about 

6.75 million manhours. C/COBCTC 

Executive Secretary-Treasurer Dorsey 

Hager believes they topped that mark 

in 2020. 
              See OUTLOOK Page 9. 

 

By Matt Jaworski

Labor Citizen Writer
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...and reach the largest paid direct-mail
labor audience in Ohio!

Promote YOUR business in  
The Labor Citizen. Advertising  

in The Labor Citizen means  
advertising in the newspaper  

delivered to the homes of  
Ohio construction workers  

and their families.  

Mailed To  
More Than

18,000  

Loyal Subscribers  
Every Month!

Guidelines for Ad Submission
We prefer PDF files prepared for press with all fonts embedded. All images and 
colors must be CMYK. No RGB or spot colors. No crop or bleed marks. Please be 
sure ad is sized correctly.

If a PDF is not available we accept the following MAC formats: Adobe 
InDesign and Illustrator CS4 (with all fonts converted to outlines). Include  
all fonts and images in ad.  High-res (300dpi) Photoshop PSD, TIF, EPS 
or JPG are also acceptable. Note: Windows/PC users must submit ads or  
digital files in PDF, TIFF, EPS or JPG format.

Files less than 10MB can be emailed to ads@laborcitizen.com. Please 
identify advertiser’s name and ad size in the subject of the email. Larger  
files may be submitted on CD or DVD to BMA Media Group, 4091 Erie Street, 
Willoughby, Ohio 44094 OR may be uploaded to the Labor Citizen’s FTP site. 

FTP Address: ftp.laborcitizen.com, Login: ads@laborcitizen.com, Password: 
LaborCitizen2013. Please send an email to ads@laborcitizen.com to notify  
us that your ad has been uploaded to our site. 

If you have any questions about artwork guidelines, please contact  
us at ads@laborcitizen.com or call us at 440-975-4262 ext 213. 

For more information or to place an ad please  
contact Sandra Kranek at 440-975-4262  

or skranek@bmamedia.com.
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AD SIZE DIMENSIONS 1x/year 3x/year 6x/year 12x/year

EIGHTH PAGE 5.0625” W  
x 2.3125” H $360 $345 $325 $290

QUARTER PAGE  
BANNER

10.3750” W  
x 2.3125” H $640 $615 $590 $535

QUARTER PAGE  
VERTICAL

5.0625” W  
x 4.8750” H $640 $615 $590 $535

HALF PAGE  
HORIZONTAL

10.3750” W  
x 4.8750” H $1,150 $1,090 $1,035 $920

HALF PAGE  
VERTICAL

5.0625” W  
x 10” H    $1,150 $1,090 $1,035 $920

THREE  
QUARTER PAGE 7.7185” W  

x 10” H $1,725 $1,640 $1,550 $1,380

FULL PAGE 10.3750” W  
x 10” H $2,050 $1,950 $1,845 $1,640

FRONT PAGE  
FEATURE

5” W 
x 1.25” H $1,000 $950 $900 $800

BACK PAGE  
(FULL)

10.3750” W  
x 10” H $2,500 $2,375 $2,250 $2,000

For more information or to place an ad please contact  
Sandra Kranek at 440-975-4262 or skranek@bmamedia.com


